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I am asking colleagues on both sides 

of the aisle to join me in support of 
this bill, so important to hardworking 
fishermen who put food on our tables 
so that they can continue with their 
task. 

f 

b 1930 

AMERICAN VETERANS DISABLED 
FOR LIFE MEMORIAL 

(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I am the proud mother of a United 
States Marine war veteran, and our 
family is blessed he returned home 
with sound body and mind, but too 
many of our courageous heroes did not. 

October 5 marks the 1-year anniver-
sary of the dedication of the American 
Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial. It 
is a beautiful tribute to the brave men 
and women who suffered permanent in-
juries on the battlefield. This memo-
rial sits just south of our Capitol, and 
it reminds us every day of the selfless-
ness of those who fought for our free-
dom and returned home with the scars 
of duty. 

I offer my great thanks and apprecia-
tion to the 4 million veterans who are 
living today with service-related dis-
abilities and the friends and the family 
who take care of them. The American 
Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial 
celebrates your lives every day, as we 
all do in our hearts and our minds. 

f 

HONORING THE DEDICATION OF 
THE TOTI MENDEZ 
CARDIOPULMONARY DIAGNOSTIC 
SUITE 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the tragically 
short life of Ramiro ‘‘Toti’’ Mendez and 
to honor the dedication of the Toti 
Mendez Cardiopulmonary Diagnostic 
Suite at Florida International Univer-
sity, my alma mater, in Miami. 

Toti was an accomplished 20-year-old 
FIU student baseball player who passed 
away, sadly, on April 2, 2000, as a result 
of an undetected heart problem. Flor-
ida International University will cele-
brate the dedication of this important 
health resource on Monday, October 19. 
Parents of student athletes may now 
find the peace of mind that their sons 
or daughters are clear of any under-
lying heart issues before they ever hit 
the field. 

Through the Toti Mendez 
Cardiopulmonary Diagnostic Suite, 
Toti’s legacy will continue to live on at 
FIU in support of other student ath-
letes throughout south Florida, indeed, 
throughout our great State. 

I congratulate Toti’s mom and the 
entire family for helping keep his leg-

acy alive and for saving so many stu-
dent athletes’ lives. 

f 

THE ROBOGALS ARE AN 
INSPIRATION TO YOUNG WOMEN 

(Mr. FOSTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of the triumph of the 
RoboGals, a student robotics team 
from the 11th Congressional District of 
Illinois. 

The RoboGals are Kaiya Hollister, a 
fifth grader at the John C. Dunham 
STEM Partnership School, and Jensie 
Coonradt, a fourth grader at The 
Wheatlands Elementary School, both 
in Aurora, Illinois. They met at an 
after-school robotics club hosted by 
Chasewood Learning, an educational 
organization that uses Lego robots to 
teach students how to build and pro-
gram their machines for competition. 

After winning the regional competi-
tion at SciTech Hands On Museum in 
Aurora, Illinois, the RoboGals went on 
to win the national championship of 
the World Robotic Olympiad in Michi-
gan. Now they advance to the world 
championship round in Qatar, taking 
on over 50 countries from all over the 
globe. I, together with all Americans, 
wish them the best of luck. 

The RoboGals are an inspiration to 
young women across our country who 
are enthusiastic about science and en-
gineering, and the 11th Congressional 
District is proud to have such bright 
young women representing our country 
on the global stage. 

f 

NUMBERS NEVER LIE—UNLESS 
THEY DO 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, the 
numbers never lie—unless they do. 

Each month we all react to the re-
lease of the employment report as the 
supposed indicator of economic health 
around our country. The most recent 
jobs numbers show an unemployment 
rate of 5.1 percent, but that headline 
number paints a picture that simply 
doesn’t exist. It distorts the economic 
outlook and distracts this Chamber 
from working toward the creation of 
better jobs and more opportunities for 
millions of Americans. 

Economists of all persuasions have 
criticized this method as overstating 
job market strength, noting that the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics only con-
siders limited factors when reporting 
the unemployment rate and ignoring 
things like underemployment or the 
number of workers who have left the 
labor force. What we are left with is a 
flawed view of labor market strength. 

With that in mind, I have joined with 
colleagues in introducing the Labor 
Statistics Improvement Act, which 

would clear the way for changes in 
methodology that could help the unem-
ployment rate more accurately reflect 
the strength of the labor market. 

If the jobs report dictates how this 
Congress addresses real economic chal-
lenges, we can’t afford to get it wrong. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ERMA 
JOHNSON HADLEY 

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of a dedicated 
Fort Worth community leader, Erma 
Johnson Hadley, who passed away last 
week after a very long battle with can-
cer. 

Mrs. Hadley was born in Leggett, 
Texas, where she graduated from high 
school in 1959 and became the first 
Black woman from Leggett to attend 
college. Mrs. Hadley attended Prairie 
View A&M University. 

When she finished her career teach-
ing in high school, she came to Tarrant 
County College, where she served in a 
variety of different roles, including 
vice chancellor, and was ultimately 
named the interim chancellor and 
chancellor in 2010 of the Tarrant Coun-
ty College system. 

Chancellor Hadley was known for her 
passion for ensuring accessible and af-
fordable education for students in 
Tarrant County. I will never forget 
Mrs. Erma Johnson Hadley telling me 
a story about how while all kids are 
not necessarily gifted equally, all kids 
that put their mind to it, if their par-
ents work with them, can get a good 
education and make something of 
themselves. 

Mrs. Hadley believed in each and 
every student that attended Tarrant 
County College, and I know that the 
campus and the students are going to 
continue to benefit from her legacy and 
her belief in them. 

She is survived by her husband, Bill 
Hadley; Ardenia Johnson Gould, who is 
her daughter; and Spencer Gould, her 
son-in-law; and a grandchild. 

f 

IT IS TIME FOR CONGRESS TO ACT 
(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
this is a very difficult time for Ameri-
cans as we mourn with our fellow citi-
zens in Oregon. I offer my deepest sym-
pathy to the congressional delegation 
here in the Congress, as we join them 
in their expression of deep sympathy to 
those who were injured and those who 
lost their lives, to the families of those 
individuals. 

I spoke to a member of the United 
States military, and he indicated that 
in battle he had two guns. We under-
stand that the perpetrator of this hor-
rible act had at least 14 guns, or dou-
ble-digit guns. 

I have heard the refrain: ‘‘What else 
will have to happen before we address 
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the question of gun regulation and gun 
safety?’’ Mr. Speaker, it is time now to 
ask the question of an extended wait-
ing period so that someone would not 
amass 14, 15, 30 guns, more than the 
United States military, and a serious 
background check dealing with any 
issues that would impact a person’s 
stability in having guns. 

Yes, people do kill, not guns, but 
they use guns to kill. I have been 
through too many of these, Mr. Speak-
er, from Columbine to this incident. 
Every single one I have been through 
since being in the United States Con-
gress. It is time for the Congress to 
act. 

f 

IMPORTANT ISSUES THAT AFFECT 
AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, the 
attention of the House is drawn to 
many, many issues this week. Cer-
tainly, the tragedy in Oregon draws all 
of our attention, our sympathy, but un-
fortunately not our vote. We have 
never really had a vote here on the 
floor of the House to deal with this 
issue of gun safety; although, legisla-
tion has been passed around many, 
many times. 

Even the most conservative col-
umnists are now saying that we must 
take action, and we really should. So I 
will just start by saying to all of our 
colleagues: Let’s vote, vote up or down 
on the various proposals that have 
been made. 

Certainly the attention of this body 
is turned to who is going to be the next 
Speaker. It seems to occupy most of 
the discussion and most of the articles 
in the newspapers around this town. It 
is important, but there are many, 
many other issues that come before the 
House. Some of them are really going 
to affect America. 

I want to talk about one of them 
today, and it is in the context of some-
thing we have been discussing here for 
the last 4 or 5 years. We call it Make It 
In America. It is about rebuilding the 
American manufacturing sector. It is 
about rebuilding the American middle 
class. It is about creating jobs in Amer-
ica by doing what we once did so very, 
very well, which is manufacturing. 
Make things: big things, little things, 
all kinds of things. We call it our Make 
It In America agenda. 

I am going to go through it very 
quickly here and then focus on one 
piece of this agenda. Here it is: trade 
policies. This is going to take a lot of 
time to discuss this. We are not going 
to go into it today, but the President 
announced just in the last couple days 
that the Trans-Pacific Partnership deal 
is done. 

Now, we don’t know what is in it. We 
have—at least I have—great concerns 

about this and that it will be one more 
step in hollowing out the American 
manufacturing sector, but it is all se-
cret. We don’t know yet. We will find 
out soon enough, and we will undoubt-
edly come back and talk about trade. 

Taxes and tax policies, I will hit on 
this in a few moments. 

Labor issues, well, that ties back to 
the trade issue and whether we are 
going to send more of our jobs over-
seas. 

Education, research, infrastructure, 
today I really want to focus on this en-
ergy and infrastructure. If you bear 
with me a few moments, I want to go 
into this in some detail. 

For many, many years, we have tried 
to make America energy independent, 
and in the last 5 years, 6 years now, we 
have seen an enormous increase in the 
production of energy in the United 
States. 

Now, a lot of that energy has come 
from green technologies—solar, wind, 
and biofuels—and many other ways of 
producing renewable energy called 
green energy. That is good because all 
of that reduces greenhouse gas emis-
sions, and we need to do more of it. 

Frankly, we need tax policy. 
Maybe I will put this back up again 

so I can point out the way in which the 
Make It In America agenda fits all of 
this. 

Tax policy has a great deal to do 
with green energy. There are tax 
breaks for solar installation on your 
home, solar installation for businesses, 
the production tax credit for wind and 
solar. All of these things make it really 
possible to advance the green energy 
agenda. 

Tax policy also has a great deal to do 
with the other part of our energy inde-
pendence—we are not quite there, but 
we are making great advances on it— 
and that has to do with petroleum 
products: natural gas and crude oil. 

There has been much talk about the 
Bakken revolution in Wyoming and 
North Dakota producing a lot of en-
ergy. We are talking about different 
techniques to extract oil, enhanced oil 
production, otherwise known as 
fracking. All of these things have led 
to an explosion—well, literally, in the 
case of the Bakken fuel because it is 
highly volatile, and it does explode 
when trains tip over. 

But what we are talking about here 
is an explosion in the volume of oil and 
natural gas produced in America. We 
have literally doubled the production 
of natural gas and oil over the last 5 to 
6 years, bringing down the cost of fuel. 
Also, around the world, the slowdown 
of the Chinese economy and Europe 
have reduced the demand for oil, and 
we are seeing a reduced price of oil on 
the world market, even at a time when 
we are seeing more and more produc-
tion of crude oil and natural gas here 
in the United States. 

What does all this mean to the oil in-
dustry, to the petroleum industry? It 
means they have got a lot of oil, and 
the United States is not consuming all 

of it or as much as they would like to 
keep the prices up. So guess what they 
want to do. They want to export oil. 
Isn’t that something? 

b 1945 

How do we become energy-inde-
pendent if we are exporting oil? Well, 
we have got a lot of interesting eco-
nomic arguments about how that could 
be done. I am saying I don’t think so. 

I don’t think it is in the interest of 
the United States to take a strategic 
national asset—natural gas, crude oil— 
and export it to China. It may be good 
for China. It certainly would be good 
for the energy industry, the petroleum 
industry. Wow, they have got a new 
market. 

You see, right now there is a Federal 
ban on the export of crude oil to other 
countries, with the exception of Mexico 
and Canada. We swap crude oil back 
and forth. A little bit of crude oil is 
also shipped out of the United States 
from the North Slope of Alaska. 

A very interesting law was estab-
lished back in the seventies, when 
there was this energy crisis and there 
were long lines at the gasoline pumps. 
That law said: No. You cannot export 
crude oil. 

And then later, in the 1990s, there 
was a little opening provided for Mex-
ico and Canada and for Alaska North 
Slope oil. It could be shipped to other 
countries—exported—with this caveat: 
You cannot increase domestic oil 
prices. 

I don’t know that that was ever en-
forced. We certainly saw the gasoline 
prices zip to the top last year. Now it 
is coming back down, and that is good. 
It is bad that it went up, good that it 
is coming down. 

But I don’t think the Department of 
Energy or the Department of Com-
merce really enforced what was in the 
law about the export of crude oil from 
Alaska. 

So we have got this strategic asset— 
natural gas and crude oil—that has al-
lowed us to have a resurgence of Amer-
ican manufacturing. They are coming 
home. American manufacturers are 
coming home to make it in America. 

Dow, a big chemical operation, is 
coming back to America because nat-
ural gas prices are low. Other compa-
nies are doing the same thing. Because 
the United States has a strategic ad-
vantage as a result of strategic assets: 
oil and natural gas, together with 
green energy. 

So what does the petroleum industry 
want to do? They want to ruin all of 
that. They want to take the strategic 
assets and ship them overseas. 

This week the House of Representa-
tives is going to take up a piece of leg-
islation that opens the spigot for the 
export of crude oil. There is already an 
open spigot for the export of natural 
gas. I will come to that in a few mo-
ments. 

So is this in the interest of the 
United States? Well, if you are in the 
oil patch—North Dakota, Texas, maybe 
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